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JOHN J. DEMPSEY 
Governor of the State of New Mexico 
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Ünaugusal Address 


DELIVERED BY HONORABLE JOHN J. DEMPSEY AT CEREMONIES 
IN THE HALL or REPRESENTATIVES IN THE STATE 
CAPITOL AT SANTA FE ON THE Occasion oF His 

INAUGURATION AS SEVENTEENTH GOVERNOR OF 
NEw Mexico, JANUARY 1, 1945 
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FELLOW CITIZENS OF NEW MEXICO: 


E 


N TAKING THE oath of office as Governor of New Mexico for the 
second time, I am deeply conscious of the great honor which has been 
bestowed upon me by the people of New Mexico. As always it will be my 
earnest endeavor to be worthy of the confidence and trust which has been 
placed in me. 


On this January first let us re-dedicate our personal and our official 
services to the war effort so that victory may be won at the earliest possible 
time and with the fewest possible casualties to our own troops. 

. We here on the home front are faced with two great obligations. The 
first, and presently most important, is to make our utmost contribution 
to winning the war. Our military commanders agree that the heaviest fighting 
lies ahead. Until the flags of Germany and Japan have been lowered in 
unconditional surrender, we must not relax our efforts. The second great 
obligation is to provide employment for returning service men and women. 

Our servicemen have been repeatedly assured that they will find em- 
ployment at dignified and worthwhile jobs when they return. This promise 
cannot be kept unless the State and Federal government, the various com- 
munities, and business and industry work together to discharge this re- 
sponsibility which has been so solemnly pledged. 

Mistakes which were made at the close of the World War must not be 
repeated. We have promised jobs . . . and jobs must be provided 

In. New Mexico during the next two years, or until victory has been 
won, post-war planning will continue to occupy the major part of the time 
and energy of this administration 

When Ameri¢a went to war, men were called from their homes and 
their careers to take their places at battle stations throughout the world. 

Many were called from schools and colleges. These men must be en- 
couraged to complete their education when they return. The G. I. Bill of 
Rights has made liberal provision for financial assistance to veterans who 
resume their educational training. New Mexico will render every possible 
assistance to advance this program. We will do this, not only because it is 
just and right, but also because we realize that education is the safeguard 
of our democracy. 

Many of our men will return partially disabled. The vocational rehabili- 
tation program must be expanded and coordinated with the G. I. Bill of 
Rights to enable every one of these men to receive special training if he so 
desires. 

The economy program which this administration inaugurated two 
years ago will be carried on so that additional surpluses can be built up— 
surpluses which will enable the State itself to sponsor necessary works pro- 
jects for veterans. 

-It will be no easy task to provide jobs for all returning veterans and 


war workers, but through the whole-hearted cooperation of all the people, С 


and all governmental units, this can and will be done. 
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There is another obligation that we owe our men and women in the 
armed forces. We must preserve intact our democratic institutions and the 
personal rights and privileges for which they are fighting. 

In mapping our post-war program, we have kept in mind that all 
citizens want employment at worthwhile jobs on projects of benefit to the 
State, whether those projects be of a private or a public nature. They do not 
want unemployment compensation in preference 10 a job, nor do they want 
to suffer the indignity of working at “made” jobs which have no useful or 
permanent value. 

Today, the needs of our State are great, Building has been curtailed 
and some lines of construction virtually suspended during the war. There 
is a vast amount of necessary work which can and will be undertaken during 
the time when returning veterans need employment most; It is for this period 
that we have planned. 

One of our most pressing needs is improvement of our public health 
facilities. We live in the finest climate in the world, and we shall endeavor 
to take advantage of God's bounty by improving our standards of public 
health, both through better sanitation. and through the expansion of our 
public health program. 

As an example, every village and every hamlet in the State should be 
given the opportunity to provide running water for every home. 

Our educational program will be improved. Every child, no matter 
in what part of the State he lives, should be given an equal opportunity 
to obtain an education under trained instructors. 

We need to extend our rural electrification facilities so that all citizens 
may enjoy some of the conveniences and comforts which modern acientific 
skill has devised. 

The prosperity of New Mexico is largely dependent upon good high- 
ways. lt is essential that we improve ouf secondary, or farm-to-market 
roads, It is equally as essential that we complete all trunk line higliways 
across the State and that we modernize the entire system by widening road 
beds and by eliminating driving hazards, insofar as possible, in the interest 
of public safety. 

Good roads attract tourists. In normal times, tourist Business is our 
leading cash industry and every possible encouragement should be given to 
stimulate and increase the tourist flow. 

We need to open up points of scenic and historic interest which are not 
now accessible. This will encourage visitors to remain longer, and зо increase 
the total value of tourist business. 

These are some of our material requirements—things which will con- 

"tribute to the physical betterment of the people of the State, and at the 
same time provide employment for service men and women. 

We have other needs equally as great. 

One of the most important of these is to give security to those men and 
women who have made education their career. We should make certain that 
no educator in our State can be subjected to political pressure of any kind, 
and legislation to guarantee this security should be enacted. 


Whether this legislation takes the form of a partial civil service, or some 
other method, will be worked out in cooperation with representatives of 
the teaching profession. 

We need a State law which will give preference in public employment 
to our service men and women, and I shall request the legislature to enact 
such a law. 

Today, we have only one physician for each 2,300 of our population. 
'That is not enough. It is because of the lack of physicians in rural areas 
that New Mexico has one of the highest infant mortality rates in the Union 
Here is a great field for public service, and everything possible will be 
done in the post-war period to correct this condition. 

New Mexico is a young state We are a vigorous and growing state. 
Most of our development lies in the future. The opportunities which the 
future present are limited only by our own vision, our leadership, and our 
determination to progress. } 

When the Almighty created New Mexico, he not only blessed us with 
beautiful mountains and mesas, but he placed beneath the surface of the 
soil a bountiful supply of the natural riches of the earth. 

The era of great development of our natural resources was only be- 
ginning when the war came. These resources had induced capital from many 
states of the Union to invest here and to engage in exploratory work. The 
results were impressive, but the door to our vast treasure house of re- 
sources had been only partially opened 

The work that had been done, however, resulted in New Mexico ranking 
first among all the states of the Union in the production of potash, second 
in zinc, fourth in copper, and seventh in the production of oil. Many of the 
other raw materials, so necessary to carry on our national economy, were 
mined or produced here. 

The restrictions of war time living have slowed the development of 
some of our natural resources and hastened that of others. After the war, 
when we return to a normal way of living, this development will be con- 
tinued and expanded on an ever-growing scale. 

We can expect to attract industries that depend upon petroleum for 
their production, and manufacturers that depend upon potash and copper 
and other minerals. 


Fortunately, New Mexico does not have on the statute books, laws that 
are oppressive to such business expansion. We should continue to guard 
against laws that are discouraging, rather than encouraging, to the opera- 
tion of our system of free enterprise. 

There is room in New Mexico for a variety of new industrial develop- 
ment, both large and small. Our State is particularly ideal for the location of 
small industries in the immediate post-war period. = 


We have several at present, such as the hand-weaying textile crafts, 
furniture making and wood carving—a few that do tin and iron work. But 
we have room for many more of this nature—plants which in the aggregate 
will give employment to a great number of citizens. Ў 
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Every possible inducement should be given to industry to establish 
small factories—or plants not so large that they would dislocate our popu- 
lation—factories which can process our raw materials and expand the 
opportunities for employment. 

A complete survey needs to be made to determine the extent of the pos- 
sibilities for such development. 


Our tremendous coal reserves provide great potentialities for the making 
of many things—from nylon to chemicals. 


We need to know the full possibilities for the manufacture of products 
from our vast treasure house of natural resources. 

It is my hope that, as a part of our program of post-war planning, 
we can undertake the gathering of such information which can be made 
available to prospective manufacturers. 


This survey should especially point out the opportunities which the 
returning veteran may have of establishing himself in a small crafts business 
in the state, 

Working with our State Tourist Bureau, our State Magazine, our State 
Planning Board and the various Chambers of Commerce, such a survey, 
conducted by trained men, could be highly effective in furthering the pro- 
gress of New Mexico. 

In all plans for the future, we must give primary consideration to the 
full utilization and conservation of our water resources, 

New Mexico, in the decade preceding the war, was the second fastest 
growing state in America. We can expect that growth to continue when 
peace returns. 

Today, we have about three percent of our land under cultivation, and 
of this three percent, only one-half million acres are under irrigation. The 
amount of irrigated land can be doubled by proper conservation and use 
of our water supply. 

If this is done, thousands of service men will be able to fulfill their 
desire to own their own homes and to earn a living from the soil. 

Agriculture and livestock raising are New Mexico's basic industries. 
They constitute a barometer of our prosperity. As they prosper; so New 
Mexico prospers. These industries merit the fullest encouragement and 
assistance. 

With our great natural resources, full development is a big program. 
But it can be done. We have the leadership—the incentive—and the 
determination. 

There may be some of little faith, who, because of personal or other 
reasons, would retard our march of progress. But progress will be made, even 
though a few may take offense if the sun shines, or smile if the floods come. 

It is pride—pride and determination— which builds a community or a 
state, and we can all take pride in New Mexico. We can take pride in our 
historical and cultural background—in the Conquistadores who explored 
and colonized the State—in the pioneers who established a link between 
the East and the West. 


гыр as 


ga 


— — 


Nowhere in the pages of history can there be found a greater saga 
than the story of the Conquistadores. So great was their contribution to the 
establishment of civilization, Christianity and culture in our land, that today 
every phase of our way of living is influenced by their deeds. 

We can take pride in our friendliness and hospitality which welcome 
the stranger to our midst. 

We can take pride in the grandeur of the mountains, in the beauty of 
our mesas, in our health-giving climate. These things are enduring. Visitors 
come and share them with us, but they cannot take them away when they 
leave. They remain forever, unchanged, for others to enjoy. 

We can take pride in our men who fought on Bataan and Corregidor— 
in our men who today are fighting in all other theaters of war throughout 
the world. 

And we can take pride in our people at home. Here we not only believe, 
but live the doctrine of good neighborliness. 

Yes, we can take pride in New Mexico—in our achievements of the 
past—in our present contribution to winning the war—and in our unlimited 
opportunities for the future. 

Through skillful planning and aggressive leadership, through mutual 
understanding and co-operation, and with the blessing of the Almighty, New 
Mexico will continue to grow and prosper. 
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Message to the Legislature 


DELIVERED By GOVERNOR Јонм J. DEMPSEY TO А JOINT SESSION 
OF THE HOUSE ОЕ REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE _ 
OF THE SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE OF THE 
STATE oF NEw Mexico, January 9, 1945 


MR. PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH LEGISLATURE: 


OR THE SECOND time in the history of our-state, the Legislature 

convenes while our nation is at war. 

New Mexico will, as it has in the past, make its full contribution to the 
war program. Unexpected reverses on the European front make it evident 
to all that this is no time to relax our efforts. Whatever we are required 
to give up in domestic production to aid in making munitions of war should 
be considered a privilege and not a hardship. ` 


There аге but few new laws that we actually need. Our statute books 
are already crammed with laws, many of which are obsolete or contribute 
nothing to the betterment of our State. 


Measures which deserve your primary consideration are those which 
affect the welfare and the future of our service men and women. 


In order to take care of several urgent requirements, the Council of State 
Governments, at the request of the Army, Navy, and Veterans Administra- 
tion, has drafted a number of bills which will be submitted to legislatures 
of the various states. These bills have been drawn to meet specific require- 
ments of service men and women and their dependents. I recommend that 
you give them serious consideration. 


Since these bills are needed immediately, they should all be passed with 
the emergency clause so that the rights and benefits of veterans and their 
dependents will be protected. 


There are more than twelve million men and women in the armed 
forces. Many are being honorably discharged each month because of wounds 
Or other physical disabilities. When the war has been won, most service 
personnel will be demobilized. They have been promised employment, and 
this promise must be kept. 


I sincerely hope that this Legislature will pass a bill giving preference 
to veterans in all State jobs. The men and women who have worn the. 
uniform of our country have far more than merited this small consideration. 
We can never repay them for their heroic service, but we can in many ways 
show our appreciation. 


For the past two years the primary aim of this administration has been 
to formulate a comprehensive post-war program which will give jobs to 
returning veterans. We would all like to see veterans and war workers im- 
mediately absorbed into private industry, but every thinking person recog- 
nizes that industry will not be able to provide jobs for all veterans and war 
workers immediately after victory has been won. 


The State Planning Board, in cooperation with State agencies and the 
various communities, has compiled a comprehensive post-war works pro- 
gram. 'This program will give employment to a great number of people on 
projects of a permanent and useful nature. 
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At the present time plans involving approximately $25,000,000 are in 
the blueprint stage and are ready to be let to contract immediately aftur 
manpower and materials become available. They represent projects already 
approved by the Federal government, the State, the counties, municipalities 
and school districts. Ж 

To help finance this work, the State itself and various agencies of State 
government already have on hand post-war building funds totaling some 
$5,000,000. This amount will be further augmented by additional savings in 
State administrative expenses. 


POST-WAR AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT 


In connection with our post-war planning, New Mexico will undoubtedly 
have the opportunity to share in the national program of airport develop- 
ment. А 

We have seen a tremendous expansion of airport facilities during the 
last four years. This expansion will be carried on through the years of 
peace, Legislation, broad enough in its scope to give the State ample lati- 
tude for any cooperative action necessary, should be enacted. 


STATE POLICE 


Our State Police have made a national reputation for efficiency. It is 
perhaps the outstanding police organization of its size in the entire United 
States. To further increase the efficiency of this organization, short-wave 
radio communication is needed. I hope this body will see fit to make provision 
for this equipment at the earliest possible time. 

We also need to increase the size of our State Police force. We have 
only thirty-six men at present to cover the entire thirty-one counties, on both 
day and night duty. | 

Under certain conditions it is extremely hazardous to operate, as at 
present, with one policeman to a patrol car. 

There are several other important matters that I wish to submit for 
your consideration. 


ABSENTEE BALLOT 


Several attempts have been made in the past to provide a workable 
absentee ballot law for our State. None of these attempts has been successful, 


Last year we saw many thousands of our young men and women in the 
armed forces deprived of the right to vote for State officials because we 
were without constitutional authority to provide a comprehensive absentee 
ballot law. 

In order to correct this situation, I strongly urge this Legislature to 
initiate а constitutional amendment to provide fot voting by absentee ballot. 
This privilege should be extended to all members of the armed forces, and 
other duly qualified electors, who are now denied their voting rights. 


It is my recommendation that provision be made for the people to vote 
on this amendment at a special election to be held the second Tuesday in 
November. By adopting such an amendment this year it will become effec- 
tive prior to the 1946 elections. 

The State Canvassing Board, ss you are aware, is by law composed 
of three elected officials. It seems highly improper to have this board 
composed of officials who may at some future.time be called upon to 
settle an election contest involving one or more of the offices they represent. 
I believe the Legislature should give serious attention to this situation. 

EDUCATION 

During the past two years New Mexico has continued to make im- 
portant strides in education, An improved financial structure resulted from 
legislative action two years ago which earmarked receipts of the Mineral 
Leasing Fund for the schools. To safeguard this progressive action, I re- 
commend that legislation be enacted to protect the present sources of revenue. 

Steps should also be taken to give teachers a greater measure of security 
in employment. Legislation which will guarantee that no educator in New 
Mexico will be subject to political pressure will help to achieve this sim. 

Teachers who entered the armed forces should be given every ene 
couragement to return and should, by legislation, be given preference in 
employment. Any benefits of seniority or continuity of service should not 
be jeopardized by their absence, due to war service. 

Some legislation may be necessary, after a study of federal statutes, 
to provide for complete cooperation by State educational institutions, and 
agencies, with the national government's program of education- for return- 
ing service men and women. 

Expansion af vocational training facilities may be necessary to provide 
the training needed for partially disabled veterans. 

The Army and Navy have sought to develop the highest skills of our 
young men and young women for war. We should seek to establish, by legis- 


lative and executive action, 2 program that will develop the highest skills of 


our young men and women for peace. 

Exoancion of the work of our public health department is still а major 
need. .iny legislation which will broaden and strengthen the work of this 
department should be passed. ` 


COUNTY OFFICIALS’ SALARIES 


I am sure the members of the Legislature realize that official salaries 
in New Mexico have, for years, been too low. I think the voters appreciated 
this, too, when they approved the amendment permitting the increase in 
salaries for members. of the Legislature. 


By statute, and by constitutional provisions, many ceilings on salaries 


were established that have worked а hardship, not only on the office holder, 


but also on the State and other political sub-divisions. 


We can expect the enrollment in our institutions of higher learning to 
increase greatly after the war. It will be necessary to provide new buildings 
on various campuses to care for this increase. 

Authorization for the State Board of Finance to allocate the sayings will 
permit expenditures of these funds as employment needs require, and ag 
Federal matching funds become available. 

“It will make it possible also to initiate our program, if necessary, on 
the day the war ends. 

We pray that day may come soon, and that when next this Legislature 
meets it will be concerned entirely with problems of peace-time living. . 

Throughout the period of your deliberations, Г am completely at your 
service. I hope you will feel free to call on me at any time I can be of help. 
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